Comparing Presuppositions

Category
Christian 
Secular

Ontology

(nature of reality)


There is a reality beyond that which we can ascertain with our senses; a supernatural sphere
The only reality is that which we can apprehend with our senses.  The natural is all there is.


God exists in the supernatural sphere, outside of time and space and is the creator of the universe and all that is in it.  He designed the creation so humans can flourish.  
There is no supernatural supreme being.  We and all that we can see or otherwise apprehend is “natural” in origin.  At the current time some form of evolution in which events occur through a process involving probability or chance is the best explanation of our origins.


The horrible things we see humans doing to other humans is the result of an evil force, Satan or the Devil.  He exists in the supernatural but is not equal to God in any respect.  A result of “the fall” is that humans are born in sin and alienated from God.  God has provided redemption through Jesus.
The bad things people do to themselves and each other is a function of economic disadvantage, inadequate education, oppression by totalitarian regimes, injustice, and biological factors among other causes.

Epistemology

(how we know)
We “know” these things by revelation and through our senses.  The Bible is one form of revelation given to selected individuals by the Holy  Spirit.  Scientific methods help us understand God’s material design, but there are realities not susceptible to scientific methods.  What we know is sufficient, but not exhaustive.  All of life is covered by God.
The most valid and reliable knowledge we have is from scientific methods to see if something cannot be falsified over repeated trials.  Science explains the material realm; religion deals with the moral realm.  The “self” is the arbiter of truth.

Axiology 

(what should we do?)
A persisting and cheerful effort to make all of life’s activities and relationships a fit offering to God
Pursue economic and social justice, peace (absence of conflict), self-fulfillment, 

Teleology

(for what purpose?)
Earthly well-being is not summum bonum ; pain and death are not the worst evil. Success and prosperity are not final criterion neither is happiness within the constraints of time.  Eternal well-being is the final aim and end of things here.  
All is over when one dies.  After so many years, sheltered and protected by state agencies one can sign off for good.  Eating, sleeping, learning, breeding and the rest is the total sum of all things.  In worldly prosperity and well-being lies the source of all meaning and value.
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