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Do I really need a Worldview?
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General Housekeeping.

1. My name is:

2. Orientation of course: Unashamedly Christian. We will discuss other WVs, but only as comparisons

3. Textbook & homework

4. Website: http://john4ns.wordpress.com/

5. Format:

Setting the philosophy of the course

In the nineteenth century, for example, people heard long difficult sermons at church in the morning. Then they went home and dis​cussed the meaning of the sermons with neighbors and family in the af​ternoon. We can not imagine people doing this today

We need to return to the idea that we have to put thought into God's kingdom and how it works. We accept that someone spends years becoming a dentist and even more years training to become a surgeon, but we do not accept that we need to spend years giving serious thought to the nature of the soul, the nature of God, who Jesus was, and how it all works. In early periods of the church, it was assumed you would de​vote your whole life to Understanding the fullness and complexity of God's kingdom.

Yet this rarely happens in churches today. We recruit church mem​bers in a quick and easy manner so that Christians and non-Christians think they do not have to study. We have copied the media and the edu​cational establishment by doing so. Both say that the public will not look at or try to understand the intricacies of complex issues, so they produce "dumbed down" versions that people will look into because they are easy to understand. Yet understanding anything important re​quires major effort. Understanding Jesus' teaching is more important than learning algebra, which takes a great deal of effort; yet most Chris​tians have never put the same amount of effort into understanding Jesus' teaching that they've put into solving algebraic equations.

What we are gong to do in the following weeks is spend some time wrestling with some of the most important and complex questions of our lives. The question is simple:

1. What is worldview

a. It s the sum total of our beliefs about life

i. Where did I come from? Creation

ii. What went wrong? The Fall

iii. How can it be fixed? Redemption

iv. What do I do now? Restoration

b. Another word which means basically the same as WV is religion. “Every religion serves two functions: First, it is a message of personal salvation, telling us how to get right with God; and second, it is a lens for interpreting the world.” Martin Marty, historian of religion.
 TT, pg 35

c. Examples: Christianity, Unitarianism, Mormonism, Theism, Deism, Naturalism, Nihilism, Existentialism, Islam, Eastern Pantheism, New Age, Postmodernism, Shintoism, etc.

d. “A worldview is a commitment, a fundamental orientation of the heart, that can be expressed as a story or in a set of presuppositions (assumptions which may be true, partially true or entirely false) which we hold (consciously or subconsciously, consistently or inconsistently) about the basic constitution of reality, and that provides the foundation on which we live and move and have our being.”

e. There is always a set of presuppositions, always!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

f. These presupposition may be true or not true, they may be conscious or subconscious, they may be consistent or inconsistent.


The world is flat

Have we really thought through all the implications of our worldviews? What does it mean to be formed in the image of God?

Do we consistent apply our beliefs to all areas of our lives?

g. The foundation by which we live.




Our wv is what is demonstrated by our words and actions. 

“If we want clarity about our own worldview, however, we must reflect and profoundly consider how we actually behave.”

"With the death of God, all external standards for the true, the good and the beautiful died as well. ... he (Neitzsche) meant that the notion of God was no longer functioning in human imagination, no longer having an effect on how people behaved. People might say they believed in God, but their thoughts and actions betrayed their functional atheism."

2. The essence of Biblical worldview is knowing Jesus Christ in the intimacy of His glorious splendor, sovereign power, redeeming grace, and unassailable truth, which issues in a life of grace and truth.  Biblical worldview describes a way of life, in union with Jesus, which is able to account for the whole of reality, and which finds expression for those teachings in every area of life.  Beginning in a deeply personal relationship with Jesus, worldview becomes the intellectual map with which we launch ourselves out into the world each day to live out our intimacy with Christ in every area of our lives.

In other words, Biblical worldview is only the starting-point for living as a true disciple of Jesus.  That worldview must not be merely a project of our heads but a passion of our hearts, as it derives from deeply personal involvement with the One who is its principal subject, as well as the practice of our lives in all their varied and tedious details.  Our worldview as the followers of Christ is only completed as we live in the freedom Christ has provided us from the lies and deceptions of unbelief.  If we want to be true disciples of Christ then we must continue in His Word, in deep intimacy with Him, and live out what our worldview prescribes.  If we do not cultivate a relationship with Jesus in which we grow to know Him better, and abide in His Word, then we shall surely abide in the world, or in our own selfish ambitions.  In this case, whenever the words of Jesus strike us as uncomfortable or inconvenient, we will simply deny them and turn our back on Him, perhaps not consciously, but that will be the practical effect.  We may not go so far as to slander Him, or want to kill Him, but the effect is still the same.
 

3. We will start with defining the elements of a Worldview, spending a considerable time on Creation.

a. It is here that all WVs have their basic differences. We must understand the foundation in order to be able to evaluate the factors that lead to those differences.

b. In many ways, the latter three segments are the results of our WV of Creation.

4. The eight questions of Creation WV

a. What is prime reality-the really real? Is it God?  Or gods? Or the material cosmos? Or … 

Sets the boundaries for all the rest of the questions. We will see as we look as various WVs that compete with the BWV tend to answer this question differently than would someone holding a BWV. 

b. What is the nature of external reality, that is, the world around  us?  

Is it created or autonomous? Is it chaotic or orderly? Is it matter or spirit? Is our relationship with the world subjective or objective?

c. What is a human being?

Are we a complex machine? A sleeping God? A person made in the image of God? A naked ape?

d. What is the purpose of a human being?

To love God and enjoy his presence forever -- Westminster Shorter Catechism or eat drink and be merry, for tomorrow you die?



e. What happens to a person at death?  

Personal extinction? Transformation to a higher/lower state? Reincarnation? Departure to a shadowy existence?

f. Why is it possible to know anything at all? 

Personal extinction? Transformation to a higher/lower state? Reincarnation? Departure to a shadowy existence?

g. How do we know what is right and wrong? 

We are made in the image of God whose character is good? Or right and wrong are determined by human choice? Or they are determined by what feels good? Or notions of right and wrong have evolved as a means of insuring survival?

h. What is the meaning of human history? 

To realize the purposes of God? Or to make a paradise on earth? Or to prepare a people for a life in community with a loving and holy God?

5. The three questions of the Fall

a. What went wrong?

Nothing went wrong! Sin entered the world.

b. How did it happen?

Just a random sequence of events.  Man choose to be like God!

c. Why did it happen?

Who cares? God wanted to show his great Glory.

6. The two questions of Redemption

a. How can it be fixed?

Endless cycle of birth and death and rebirth working towards Nirvana. Or the redemptive work of the Cross. Or by instituting some form of utopia. Or …

b. Who will fix it?

God! Man! Can’t be fixed, all is lost!

7. The two questions of Restoration?

a. How do we continue to live?

Eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow you die! Or by seeking to do God’s work in restoring Shalom. Or …

b. What are our responsibilities?

Only to self, the right of choice trumps all. 

Or Mat 28:18-20  And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  (19)  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  (20)  teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age."

The Two Commissions paper.

Discussion questions

Concentrate on your understanding of the seven questions, not so much on how you would answer them personally, but on how you would explain the importance of these questions to someone else.
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