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Lecture 2 What is Truth?
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(Joh 18:38)  Pilate said to him, "What is truth?" 
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Who owns the Truth? Blue Truth, Red Truth. The left and the right are in a cutthroat battle to assert their own versions of reality. Headline Time Magazine 9/27/2004

“in both worlds there are no accidents, only conspiracies, and facts have value only to the extent that they support the Truth.” Time, 9/27/04, pg 25.
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(Joh 14:6)  Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

Any of you remember the Laurel and Hardy line – “it’s a fine mess you’ve gotten us into this time, Ollie” We are all Ollies in this one. 

Are these true statements? Or are they false? They cannot be both.

“it has only one truth value: either true or false. It either honors reality or it does not. The Christian claims that this statement is true irrespective of anyone’s opinion (see Rom 3:4). This is because truth is a quality of propositions and beliefs. It is not ratified by any subjective response or majority vote or cultural fashion.”

(Rom 3:4)  By no means! Let God be true though every one were a liar, as it is written, "That you may be justified in your words, and prevail when you are judged."

Lewis Libby case Recognition of the value of truth by the culture.

"The truth is what drives our judicial system. If people don't come forward and tell the truth, we have no hope of making the judicial system work."
- PATRICK J. FITZGERALD, the prosecutor in the Libby case.


http://www.nytimes.com/2007/03/07/washington/07libby.html?th&emc=th


We will see, when we begin to discuss the concept of truth that prevails in the current culture, that the biblical definition of truth is directly opposed to the postmodern.

Let’s do a little digging in the middens of philosophy and see what has happened to TRUTH.

OT & NT definitions of Truth

OT Emet  “that which is conformed to reality in contrast to anything which would be erroneous or deceitful.” … ‘emet can also connote “what is authentic, reliable, or simply ‘right,” such as “true justice” 

The New Testament word aletheia and its derivatives retain the Hebrew idea of “conformity to fact” expressed in ‘emet.

The primary New Testament emphasis is clearly on truth as conformity to reality and opposition to lies and errors. Both the Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament draw a clear contrast between truth and error

In another group of passages, mostly in John’s writings, “the contrast is not so much between correct and false, but rather between complete and incomplete, definitive and provisional, full-orbed and partial.”

Distinctives of Truth

The Distinctives of the Biblical View of Truth

1. Truth is revealed by God. 

God makes his truth known: “. Psa 77:14  You are the God who works wonders; you have made known your might among the peoples. 

2. It is not constructed or invented by individuals or communities.   

They exchanged the truth of God for a lie” (Rom.1:25). 

3. This is a very important factor in our faith – Our faith is not based on a religious preference but “has an indissoluble reference to revealed truths. “

Think about this – No wonder we sing “On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand.”

It is important to realize that as Christians, we believe that language has meaning, meaning independent of the speaker. We are not the White Rabbit who told Alice that words meant whatever he choose them to mean. Or in the words of a recent President, “It depends on what “be” means”  

4. To us words are the gift of a rational God entrusted to beings made in his image. 

(Gen 1:26)  Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. 

(Joh 1:1)  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

God said “Let there be … and there was” The power of the Word.

5. How does God reveal truth?

a. Creation

Psa 19:1-3  To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.  (2)  Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge.  (3)  There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard.

b. Conscience – Breakpoint & the disposal of embryos

c. History

d. The Word

(Heb 4:12)  For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

Joh 17:17  Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.

6. Objective truth exists and is knowable. 

Objective truth is truth that is not dependent on any creature’s subjective feelings, beliefs or desires.  2+2=4

7. Christian truth is absolute in nature. 


It is true without exception or exemption.

Joh 14:6  Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.


This statement offers no wiggle room, no “all paths lead to God”

It is very important that we as Christians do not lose sight of this characteristic of truth – It is absolute

“believers cannot present a credible defense of biblical truth when more than half do not believe in real truth” Colson, Apologetics for the Church
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8. Truth is universal. 

It works everywhere.

Act 4:12  And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved."

9. The Truth of God is eternally engaging and momentous, not trendy or superficial. 

Isa 40:8  The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.

Psa 119:89  Forever, O LORD, your word is firmly fixed in the heavens.

10. How does this compare to the latest theory of economics? Or some approach to education?

a. Truth is exclusive, specific and antithetical. 

Put simply – something cannot be true and not true in the same way at the same time. 

Send someone to the door to look out and bring in a weather report?


If it is sunny right now, it cannot also be not sunny right now.

The Red Queen – made it her practice to believe two impossible things before 

breakfast each morning.

God is light and in him is no darkness at all. I Jn 1:5


To impute evil to God would violate the law of non-contradiction.

Either Jehovah is Lord or he is not Lord. There is no middle option. 

11. Truth, Christianly understood, is systematic and unified. 

Truth is one, as God is one. All truths cohere with one another as expressions of God’s harmonious objective reality-of his being, his knowledge and creation. Something cannot be true in religion and false in science (or vice versa), or true in philosophy but false in theology (or vice verse) There is only one world, God’s world; it is a uni-verse, not a multi-verse. 

12. Christian truth is an end, not a means to any other end. 

It should be desired and obtained for its own value. This flies in the face of postmodernist pragmatism, which reduces truth to social function or personal preference 

Post modern definition of truth

For these postmodernist thinkers, the very idea of truth has decayed and disintegrated. It is no longer something knowable by anyone who engages in the proper forms of investigation and study. Truth is not over and above us, something that can be conveyed across cultures and over time. It is inseparable from our cultural conditioning, our psychology, our race and our gender. At the end of the day, truth is simply what we, as individuals and as communities, make it to be, and nothing more. Truth dissolves into a host of disconnected "truths," all equal to each other but unrelated to one another; there is no overall, rational scheme of things. 

Think about this for a time—If truth is what I make it to be and nothing more, I cannot lie. There is no such thing as a lie.

Does this shed any insight on some of the accounting scandals of the recent past? Or on Martha Stewart?

Example from Math text book.

Early modern scientists: matter came from the hand of God and “obeyed” the rules laid down by God with mathematical precision. “The possibility of an applied mathematics is an expression, in terms of natural science, of the Christian belief that nature is a creation of an omnipotent God.”
 

Postmodernists: Mathematics are a social construction – that’s the way we play the game. “A popular middle school curriculum says that students should learn that ‘mathematics is man-made, that it is arbitrary, and good solutions are arrived at by consensus among those who are considered expert.’”   From “Connected Mathematics Project,” a complete grades 6-8 mathematics curriculum developed at Michigan State University with funds from the National Science Foundation.

Conclude from Blamires.

To think Christianly is to think in terms of Revelation. For the secularist, God and theology are the playthings of the mind. For the Christian, God is real, and Christian theology describes his truth revealed to us. For the secular mind, religion is essentially a matter of theory: for the Christian mind, Christianity is a matter of acts and facts. The acts and facts which are the basis of our faith are recorded in the Bible.

“God will never reveal more truth about himself until you have obeyed what you already know.”  Oswald Chambers
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