Walking and Living in the Kingdom

Rutland Study Group

Lecture 4
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I. Review of the Biblical Worldview


a. God is:

i. Transcendent & Immanent

ii. Infinite & Personal

iii. Omniscient, Sovereign, & Good

b. God created the cosmos ex nihilo

c. Human beings are created in the image of God with

i. Personality

ii. Self-transcendence

iii. Intelligence

iv. Morality

v. Gregariousness

vi. Creativity

d. We can know the world and know God

e. Human beings were created good, 

i. But sin entered in

ii. Restoration comes through the work of Christ

iii. We may chose to reject that gift

f. At death, we either enter into eternity in the Presence of God or we enter into eternal separation from God.

g. Ethics is transcendent is based on the character of God (good and loving).
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II. Why do we need to look at and understand other worldviews?

a. The Bible is no longer accepted as authoritative

b. We need to understand the culture into which we are called to preach (Mars Hill)

c. We need to know the language of the culture

d. We need to be equipped to lead those of other cultures to see the weaknesses in their worldviews

e. ????
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III. After deism came theism
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a. Source of knowledge of the divine shifted from Special Revelation to Reason

i. “The 17th century doctrine of the necessity of reason was slowly giving way to a belief in the sufficiency of reason.”
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b. God is transcendent but not immanent

i. Creator but not active

ii. Impersonal
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c. The cosmos is determined, cause and effect

i. No miracles (God’s reordering)

ii. No human intervention
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d. Human beings are part of the clockwork of the universe
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e. The world is understood to be in its normal state, neither fallen or abnormal. God can be completely determined by studying the universe
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f. Ethics is limited to general revelation; because the universe reveals what is right.

i. This destroys ethics

1. If whatever is, is right, then there is no evil
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g. History is linear

i. Course of the cosmos was determined at creation

1. there can be no Fall, Redemption, Restoration. 
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IV. Deism was very unstable and didn’t last long (late 17th to mid-18th Centuries)

a. Too many untenable inconsistencies

i. Assumption of an unfallen, normal world destroyed ethics

ii. The attempt to argue from the particular to the universal didn’t work. The finite mind of man cannot comprehend the Infinite!

iii. Human significance and mechanical determinism (universe closed to reordering) cannot exist together. (Red Queen Problem)
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V. Let’s get Natural
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“In intellectual terms the route is this: In theism God is the infinite-personal Creator and sustainer of the cosmos. In deism, God is reduced; he begins to lose his personality, though he remains Creator and (by implication) sustainer of the universe. In naturalism God is further reduced; he loses his existence.” UND 59-60

Slide 14

a. Matter exists eternally and is all there is. God does not exist

i. “The Cosmos is all that is or ever was or ever will be.” Carl Sagan
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b. The cosmos exists as a uniformity of cause and effect in a closed system

i. Nothing can happen in the cosmos as a result of supernatural influence.

1. “Order in nature is but one rigorously necessary arrangement of its parts, founded on the essence of things; for example, the beautiful regularity of the seasons is not the effect of a divine plan but the result of gravitation.” Where did gravitation come from?

2. What is surprising is to find a seminary professor, David Jobling, saying much the same thing: “We [that is, modern people] see the universe as a continuity of space, time, and matter, held together, as it were, from within. . . . God is not ‘outside’ time and space, nor does he stand apart from matter, communicating with the ‘spiritual’ part of man. . . . We must find some way of facing the fact that Jesus Christ is the product of the same evolutionary process as the rest of us” UND [63-64] 
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c. Humans are complex “machines”; personality is an interrelation of chemical and physical properties we do not fully understand.

i. No free will
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d. Death is the extinction of personality and individuality

1. “Human destiny is an episode between two existences.” Nagel
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e. History is a linear stream linked by cause and effect but without an overarching purpose.

i. Theory (Fact) of Evolution

1. Man (a self-conscious, self-determining being) was an accident, a random event and will, likewise, disappear.
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f. Ethics is related only to human beings

i. Jesus is seen as a teacher of high ethical values

ii. Naturalist sees ethics as a human construct.

1. The theists sees value (ethics) as determined by God.

2. The Humanist Manifesto II states the locus of naturalistic ethics in no uncertain terms: “We affirm that moral values derive their source from human experience. Ethics is autonomous and situational, needing theological or ideological sanction. Ethics stems from human need and interest. To deny this distorts the whole basis of life. Human life has meaning because we create and develop our futures.”  [UND 73] 

3. All our knowledge has its origins in our perceptions – Leonardo da Vinci
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iii. How does one get from the fact of self-consciousness and self-determination, the realm of is and can to the realm of what ought to be or be done?

a. Survival of the dna?

b. Altruism?

c. Greatest good for the greatest number?
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VI. Naturalism at work
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a. Humanism (all forms)
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i. “Humanism is the overall attitude that human beings are of special value; their aspirations, their thoughts, their yearnings are significant. There is as well an emphasis on the value of the individual person.” UND pg 76
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1. Christian humanism emphasizes human dignity as deriving from the image of God in each person.

a. Calvin, Erasmus, Spenser, Shakespeare, and Milton. Mennos Simons (?)
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2. Secular humanism is completely framed within the naturalist worldview. 

a. “Modern interpretations of history are variations on the lies of the Mesopotamians and Egyptians [Mesopotamians represent power and Egyptians wisdom – JAN] in which as Abraham Heschel describes it, “Man reigns supreme, with the forces of nature as his only possible adversaries. Man is alone, free, and growing stronger. God is either nonexistent or unconcerned. It is human initiative that makes history, and it is primarily by force that constellations change. Man can attain his own salvation.””
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b. Marxism

i. To “overthrow all those conditions in which man is an abased, enslaved, abandoned, contemptible being.”

ii. Atheistic

iii. History is the story of class struggles. The dominating class is the one that controlled the means of production. (dialectics – the process of two conflicting forces in one overcoming the other)

iv. Result in a classless society

v. Human history is moving towards an ideal society

vi. Marxism has no transcendent moral values, but still manages to condemn capitalism on the basis of fairness and justice.

vii. “Human beings are fundamentally self-creating; we create ourselves through our work. When our work or life activity is alienated, we are alienated, and when our work has become truly human, we will be human as well. Greed, competition and envy all arise because of social divisions and poverty; an ideal society will eliminate these evils.” UND pg 83-83  NO FALL
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VII. Why does Naturalism persist?
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a. It gives the impression of being based on fact and reason. It appears as being honest and objective.
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b. It appears to be coherent.

i. Does Naturalism give an adequate reason for considering man to be a valuable being?

1. No (PETA and environmental extremists)

2. How do you define value?

3. Can we trust our capacity to know?

a. Perhaps our “knowing” is just a built in feeling that we know that we are rational, valuable beings?
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�	 � The material from this series has been drawn largely from The Universe Next Door by James Sire, IVP 2004


�	 The Prophets, by Abraham Heschel, Harper & Row, 1962, pg 190. Quoted in A Long obedience in the Same Direction by Eugene Peterson, IVP, 2000, pg 31.
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