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Review:

Slides 1 through 38 

I. Nihilism, and Existentialism
  Slide 39

Slide 40

a. Nihilism is more than a philosophy. Strictly speaking, nihilism is not a philosophy at all. It is a denial of philosophy, a denial of the possibility of knowledge, a denial that anything is valuable. If it proceeds to the absolute denial of everything, it even denies the reality of existence itself. In other words, nihilism is file negation of everything-Knowledge ethics, beauty, reality. In nihilism no statement has validity; nothing has meaning. Everything is gratuitous, de trop, that is, just there. UND [87] 

i. Naturalism turns to nihilism because:

Slide 41

1. There is no basis for our actions – “The first reason naturalism turns into nihilism is that naturalism does not supply a basis on which a person can act significantly.  Rather, it denies the possibility of a self-determining being who can chose on the basis of an innate self-conscious character. We are machines – determined or capricious.  We are not persons with self-consciousness and self-determination.”  UND {96-97}

Slide 42

2. There is no basis for knowledge – “The argument in brief is this: if any given person is the result of impersonal forces-whether working haphazardly or by inexorable law-that person has no way of knowing whether what he or she seems to know is illusion or truth.” UND [97}

a. There is no way to prove that naturalism is true including its child – Darwinism.

b. There is no “tertium quid” No means of a standard against which to measure.

Slide 43

3. There is no basis for ethics and morals – “The argument can again be summarized like that above: Naturalism places us as human beings in an ethically relative box. For us to know what values within that box are true values, we need a measure imposed on us from outside the box; we need a moral plumb line by which we can evaluate the conflicting moral values we observe in ourselves and others. But there is nothing outside the box; there is no moral plumb line, no ultimate, nonchanging  standard of  value. Ergo: ethical nihilism.” UND [104] 

Slide 44

ii. But nihilism is unlivable: UND [107-110]Slide 45

1. From meaninglessness nothing at all follows, or rather, anything follows. Slide 46

2. Every time nihilists think and trust their thinking, they are inconsistent, for they have denied that thinking is if value or that it can lead to knowledge. Slide 47

3. While a limited sort of practical nihilism is possible for a while, eventually a limit is reached.

a. The novel, Catch-22 is based on this premise.

b. In order to deny God one must have a God to deny. Slide 48

4. Nihilism means the death of art. Here we find a paradox, for much of modern art – literature, painting, drama, film – has nihilism s its theological core.  … The twist is this: to the extent that these artworks display the human implications of a nihilistic worldview, they are not nihilistic; to the extent that they themselves are meaningless, they are not artworks. Slide 49

5. Nihilism poses severe psychological problems for a nihilist.

a. Nietzsche went mad.

b. Hemmingway committed suicide.

c. Kafka spent his life writing novels that had one theme: “God is dead! God is dead! Isn’t he? I mean, surely he is, isn’t he? God is dead. Oh, I wish, I wish, I wish he weren’t” Slide 50

b. Existentialism was/is an attempt to answer the problems of Nihilism. It is divided into 2 camps with distinctly different approaches to resolving the problems. These are atheistic existentialism and theistic existentialism. A brief look at the problems of both. Slide 51

i. Atheistic Existentialism

1. Accepts most of the propositions of naturalism

a. God does not exist

b. The cosmos is a uniformity of cause and effect in a closed system

c. History is a sequence of cause and effect without a grand, unifying purpose.

d. All ethics are relative. Slide 52

2. Reality appears to human beings in two forms Slide 53

a. Subjective

i. Mind, consciousness, awareness, freedom, stability. Subjectivity is the self’s apprehension of the not-self. … Knowledge turns into the knower.

b. Objective Slide 54

i. The world of material, laws of nature, cause and effect, etc. We know and discover through the “scientific method.” Slide 55

3. For human beings alone existence precedes essence; people make themselves who they are.

4. Each person is totally free as regards their nature and destiny

5. The tightly wrought and tightly organized objective world stands over against human beings and appears absurd.

6. In full recognition of and against the absurdity of the objective world, the authentic person must revolt and create value.

a. This is atheistic existentialism answer to nihilism. 

7. In ethics, the good is simply that which is chosen

a. Problem – everyone sets their own definition of good

b. If value is created by choosing it – we can never choose evil – does good have any meaning? Slide 56

ii. Theistic existentialism

1. Accepts the basic presuppositions of the biblical worldview, but …

a. Human beings are personal beings who, when they come to full consciousness, find themselves in an alien universe; whether or not God exists is a tough question to be solved by not by reason but by faith.

i. TE starts with man and derives God, theism starts with God and derives man.

b. The personal is the valuable

i. It is my personal relationships that are important, especially the I-Thou. Slide 57


Depersonalized/Theist
Personalized/Theistic Existentialist

Sin
Breaking a rule
Betraying a friendship

Repentance
Admitting guilt
Sorrowing over personal betrayal

Forgiveness
Canceling a penalty
Renewing a friendship

Faith
Believing a set of propositions
Committing oneself to a person

Christian life
Obeying rules
Pleasing the Lord, a Person

“The problem has been that theism’s total worldview has not always been well understood and churches have tended to stick with column 1. It has taken existentialism to restore many theists to a full recognition of the richness of their own system.  

c. In the Christian form of existentialism the Bible taken as God’s special revelation has set the bounds. It forbids many paradoxes, and it seems to encourage others. The doctrine of the Trinity, fo example, may be an unresolvable paradox, but it does justice to the biblical data.” Slide 58

i. “We can have substantial truth but not exhaustive truth, and we can discern truth from foolishness by the use of the principal of non-contradiction.”  
Francis Schaeffer

So far as we have gone in this discussion, I and I suspect most of us in this room, find much in common with the philosophy of theistic existentialism, but there is a snake in the grass. Slide 59

d. History as a record of events is uncertain and unimportant, but history as a model or type or myth to be made present and lived is of supreme importance.

i. Theistic existentialism takes two steps away from traditional theism. Slide 60

1. begin to distrust the accuracy of recorded history Slide 61

2. lose interest in the facticity of the Bible and emphasize its religious implication and meaning.

2. Major points of departure from theism Slide 62

a. The Bible is historically untrustworthy. Slide 63

b. TE presupposes miracles to be impossible. Slide 64 

�	 Quotations taken from The Universe Next Door by James Sire, IVP, 4th ed. 2004








