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The Biotechnical Revolution has fostered a number of ethical issues that out founding fathers never envisioned when they wrote the Constitution. But the principle of “certain inalienable rights, including life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness” still apply. 

The writers of the Scriptures could not have begun to comprehend cloning, but Genesis 1: 26 and all of Scriptures still supply sound guidance in these issues.

Let’s look rather briefly at some of these during our final session.

1. Who owns my genes?

a. Moore v. Regents of the University of California

i. Cell line developed from the diseased spleen and a patent #4,438,032 granted to the university and the physicians. The Supreme Court upheld the right of the school and physicians to apply for a patent. 

b. Myriad Genetics owns the patent on two breast cancer genes. A woman must pay a royalty to them to be tested for the presence of these two genes.

c. What are the implications of cases like these?

2. When is death?

a. There is a movement among bioethicists to declare death or non-personhood as the lack/ending of cognitive awareness.

i. What are the implications?

3. When can my organs be harvested?

“More than ten years ago, transplant-medicine ethicists Robert M. Arnold and Stuart J. Youngner painted a disturbing picture of the kind of society that the bioethics movement is leading us toward: literally a culture in which organ procurement is a routine part of end-of-life care and “planned deaths.” The ethicists predicted that in the not-too-distant future:

    Machine dependent patients could give consent for organ removal before they are dead. For example, a ventilator-dependent ALS patient could request that life support be removed at 5:00 P.M, but that at 9:00 A.M. the same day he be taken to the operating room, put under general anesthesia, and his kidneys, liver and pancreas removed…The patient’s heart would not be removed and would continue to beat throughout surgery, perfusing the other organs with warm, oxygen-and-nutrient-rich blood until they were removed. The heart would stop, and the patient would be pronounced dead only after the ventilator was removed at 5:00 P.M., according to plan, and long before the patient could die from renal, hepatic, or pancreatic failure.

Know this: There is a direct line from the Terri Schiavo dehydration to the potential for this stunning human strip-mining scenario’s becoming a reality. Indeed, as Arnold and Youngner put it so well, “If a look into such a future hurts our eyes (or turns our stomachs), is our discomfort any different from what we would have experienced 30 years ago by looking into the future that is today?””

a. What are the implications?

4. Is it ethical to destroy another life for my benefit?

a. All embryonic stem cell research involves the “making” on a one-celled organism containing a unique DNA. 

i. Does not matter if it is from a “left-over” embryo

b. This person is then killed to harvest its stem cells or it is implanted in a womb to become a child at birth.

c. This is an extremely grievous procedure, for example:

“One calculation based on the published scientific literature for cloning animals and derivation of ES cells, both of which are extremely inefficient procedures, reveal that to use therapeutic cloning to treat just one patient group – the 17 million diabetes patients in the United States (This is T1 only-JAN) – will require at least 850 million human eggs; approximately 85 million women of childbearing age would be needed to ‘donate’ eggs.”

i. To put that in perspective: 50 lives would be sacrificed to ‘cure’ one individual of T1 diabetes!!!!!!!!!!!

d. What are the implications?

5. Is it right for me to reproduce myself?

a. Is it right for me to want to reproduce a lost child? Or to overcome a fertility problem?

b. What are the implications?

6. I want a blonde, blue-eyed, exceptionally gifted mentally and physically child who looks just like me but without any of my weaknesses!

a. “With the power of genetic technology, a new eugenics has emerged. A 1993 March of Dimes poll found that 11 percent of parents said they would abort a fetus whose gnome was predisposed to obesity. Four out of five would abort a fetus if it would grow up with a disability. Forty-three percent said they would use genetic engineering of available simply to enhance their child’s appearance.”

7. What rights do I have to impose my values on succeeding generations?

a. Germline genetic engineering os concerned with permanent revisions to the gene pool.

b. What are the implications?

8. Chemical enhancements?

a. Ritlin & Steroids

i. Where do we cross the ethical line into enhanced performance?

9. Technical enhancements?

a. Transhumanism

i. “the idea that humankind should engineer the next phase of its evolution – and that human beings should be augmented and altered, even to the point of losing their humanity – has captured the thinking of numerous faculty and leaders in the engineering and scientific establishment.”

ii. This is not geekdom! The US government has a major program (NBIC-from nano, bio, information and cognitive technologies) to seek to enhance human performance.

b. Cyborg – the linking of human intelligence with a computer.

i. Group at Los Alamos, as part of the NBIC project, “has been creating a new internet structure designed to carefully monitor each user, constantly modifying its networked structure (similar to the way the brain modifies its synaptic connections) for the expressed purpose of creating a global brain.”

c. When does healing become enhancement?

i. Some of these technologies are being used to relieve blindness, overcome cognitive disabilities, hearing disabilities, etc.

ii. When does it become an improvement beyond the God-granted abilities?

10. What are the Biblical issues for the Christian?

a. “The greatest flaw of any utopian dream of human perfection is the failure to understand, or even recognize, the darkness of the human heart. They can only think of flaws that can be engineered out   of the evolving species. Short of salvation and transformation through Jesus Christ, however, any human means of pursuing a supposed perfection will lead not only to failure, but to great misery along the way.”

b. Our lives are not our own

i. 1Co 6:19-20  Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own,  (20)  for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.

ii. 1Co 7:23  You were bought with a price; do not become slaves of men.

iii. Therefore we are not free to do with them as we wish.

c. We are living sacrifices:

i. Rom 12:1  I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.

ii. Our bodies are acceptable to God – as they are—to be presented as a living sacrifice

d. To love the Lord with all our heart, mind, soul and strength does not require transhuman capabilities. God loves us and will use us as we are.

i. Did Jesus provide the disciples with transhuman powers when he sent them out two by two?

ii. What happened to Solomon when he was endowed with extreme wisdom?

e. To seek enhanced personal capabilities is idolatrous.

f. God’s power is made perfect through our weakness. 2 Cor. 12:9

2 Corinthians 12:9  But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me.

g. We don’t need enhanced brains to stand before synagogues, rulers and authorities. Luke 12:11-12

Luke 12:11-12  "When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say,  (12)  for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say."

h. We must live our faith in a way that the world sees that we offer an alternative to utopian schemes, an alternative that truly transforms and satisfies.

“Each of us as individual Christians, and as members of communities in the body of Christ, must diligently seek the face of the Lord and immerse ourselves in his Word. We must daily put on Christ. We must pray unceasingly for wisdom. We must demand that our leaders, both within and outside the church, confront those technological advances. And we must choose to stand together as one eternally transformed body, today, and in the challenging days to come.

May God grant us the wisdom, the strength and the love to accomplish these things. Amen.”
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