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Apologetics

The Christian Mind by Harry Blamires

An examination of the loss of the ability to think and speak from a Christian perspective in the culture and in the marketplace of ideas. A very important work for anyone who wants to hone their skills as a Christian apologist.

What We Can’t Not Know by J. Budziskewski

This work looks into the source, the basis for our morals and ethics, and shows how God has written on the hearts of all men when it comes to an awareness of right and wrong.

The Right Questions by Philip Johnson

Johnson develops a very powerful apologetic for working with Darwinism and naturalism. He has become one of the focal points of the Intelligent Design movement.

C.S. Lewis & Francis Schaffer by Scott Burson & Jerry Walls

A comparison of the theologies of Lewis and Schaeffer.  A good source of information about the approaches of both.

Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis

The classic apologetic from the master apologist.

Love Your God with All Your Mind by J.P. Moreland

A truly liberating book for anyone who was raised in an anti-intellectual evangelical theology.

The Question of God by Armand Nicholi, jr.

Fascinating discussion between two of the giants of our culture, C.S. Lewis and Sigmund Freud, constructed from their writings. The PBS series did not come anywhere close to doing justice to this work.

The Universe Next Door by James Sire

This is the basic textbook on worldview. Sire analyses and compares the basics of the predominant worldview philosophies. 

Jesus Among other Gods by Ravi Zacharias

Zacharias, in his usual readable style, delves into the truth claims of Christianity and how these claims answer the underlying worldview questions in a fashion that no other religion can.

Spiritual Formation/Discipleship

The Cost of Discipleship by Dietrich Bonhoffer

I am not sure how anyone can start to seek a life as a disciple of Jesus Christ without understanding the concept of the cost of discipleship that Bonhoffer lays out so clearly.

Streams of Living Water by Richard Foster

Foster examines six of the major spiritual disciplines, showing how each was reflected in the life of Christ, how it has been used by various Christians throughout the ages and how it is being used today. Excellent!

Treasury of Christian Disciplines by Richard Foster

This is a classic, a trilogy of three of Foster’s most influential writings – it may be out of print – It includes Celebration of Discipline, The Challenge of the Disciplined Life, and Freedom of Simplicity. 

A Christian Manifesto by Francis Schaeffer

Schaeffer’s response to the Communist Manifesto, and the Humanist Manifestos I & II, as he writes on the Christian’s relationship to law, government and civil disobedience. This book is on my to-be-read-in-2005 list.

Habits of the Mind by James Sire

How to develop the habits of thinking Christianly

The Other Six Days by Paul Stevens

Our life as Christians goes far beyond Sunday morning. As Abraham Kuyper said, "There is not an inch in the entire domain of our human life of which Christ, who is sovereign of all, does not proclaim 'Mine!'… Stevens brings this thought home to our everyday life.

Renovation of the Heart by Dallas Willard

All our worldview studies, all our readings and studies are worthless without the transformation of the mind called for in Romans 12:1. This book is an excellent guide to understanding what it is to “transform” the mind, written with Willard’s usual wit and wisdom.

The Spirit of the Disciplines by Dallas Willard

Willard discusses the use of the spiritual disciplines as a means of fostering transformation of the mind.  

The Divine Conspiracy by Dallas Willard

“In an era when many Christians consider Jesus a beloved but remote savior, Willard argues compellingly for the relevance of God to every aspect of our existence. Masterfully capturing the central insights of Christ’s teachings in a fresh way for today’s seekers, he helps us explore a revolutionary way to experience God – by knowing Him as an essential part of the here and now, rather than only as a part of the hereafter.” Flyleaf. This text and Renovation of the Heart are companion pieces, leading us to life as disciples in the Kingdom of God.

Understanding the Culture

Truth Decay by Douglas Groothuis

This is not an easy read, but one well worth the effort as Groothuis lays out the various aspects of our culture that have led to a state of relative truth.

The Making of the New Spirituality by James Herrick

This is a detailed examination of the progression from the theology of a pre-modern culture to the theology of postmodernity.

The Abolition of Man by C.S. Lewis

A prophetic work as Lewis predicted the results of the loss of a belief in a transcendent and immanent God.

That Hideous Strength by C.S. Lewis

A novel in which Lewis graphically describes the society that results from the abolition of man. Chilling! This should be read after reading The Abolition of Man
Total Truth by Nancy Pearcey

An excellent book to read in conjunction with How Now Shall We Live by its co-author. One of the points that Pearcey makes in this book is the effect of two-story thinking, i.e. that there is a separation between the secular and the spiritual aspects of life.

Not the Way it is Supposed to be by Cornelius Plantinga

This book looks at the degradation of sin in our society and the impact of that loss of the sense of the reality of sin.

Bioethics by Scott Rae and Paul Cox

A good introductory book to the concepts of bioethics.

